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EXPLANATION OF ESTIMATE


The Court reviews cases from all of the Armed Services which, for the most part, are derived from the various Courts of Military Review.  These cases involve the most serious court-martial felony convictions and sentences which present legal issues of serious constitutional magnitude, such as death penalty cases, search and seizure issues, the interpretation of international treaty and status of forces agreements, and more recently, the sensitive issues of law relating to the prosecution of individuals for drug abuse on the basis of urinalysis test results, and the prosecution of child sex abuse cases.


Since 1984, the cases reviewed by the Court on good cause shown by the accused have been subject to direct appellate review by the Supreme Court of the United States.  Because of the complexity of the average case, it is difficult to make significant comparisons as to the Court’s cost effectiveness.  However, according to the caseload per judge statistics available from the National Center for State Courts, the Court’s effectiveness continues to compare quite favorably with other courts of last resort such as State Supreme Courts or State Courts of Appeals across the country.


While the complexity of the average case will continue to increase, costs in FY 2005 will also rise due to greater security requirements resulting from the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.  This includes the use of more contracted security personnel and other security services.  Finally, rent paid to the General Services Administration (GSA) will increase due to escalating operating and security costs.

